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BRIEF MENTION 525 

La Rue, William Earl. The Foundations of Mormonism. New York: 

Revell, 1010. 243 pages. $1.25. 

While disclaiming any attempt to unsympathetically attack the Mormons, the 
author of this volume frankly admits that his intention is to discredit Mormonism 
in the eyes of its own followers. Mormonism, he believes, is "false in its fundamental 
claims and deceptive in its character." It can be dislodged only by showing its 
followers something fundamentally wrong in their church structure or belief, or in 
their standard books published during the life of Joseph Smith. These fundamental 
errors he exposes under such headings as "Joseph Smith," "The Book of Mormon," 
"The Book of Doctrine and Covenants," "The Holy Scriptures," "The Organization," 
"Gathering to Zion," and "Polygamy." An introductory chapter on Mormon 
history gives some elementary information. Although the author seems to have 
acquainted himself with the early literature of his subject and to have had personal 
contact with the Mormons, it cannot seriously be claimed that he has made forceful 
use of his knowledge. His expose lacks effectiveness. He has not begun to make 
full use of a crushing indictment. However, he rather cleverly points out how Mor- 
mon leaders have been misguided in their Zionistic schemes, and his reproduction of 
the subject-matter of the Nauwo Expositor (June, 1844) is astute. The kindly spirit 
in which he performs his task may disarm the prejudices of the rising generation of 
Mormons, and pave the way for their reflection. But for students of Mormonism 
this study has comparatively little. 

P. G. M. 

Walcott. Gregory Dexter. Tsing Hua Lectures on Ethics. Boston: 

Badger, 1010. 193 pages. $1.75. 

Professor Walcott delivered these lectures at Tsing Hua college in Pekin during 
a year of instruction which he gave there. They were intended to introduce to Chinese 
students the conception of ethics entirely familiar to Americans, viz., that morality 
is essentially a social attitude, developed through group activities, that the ideals 
thus engendered may be altered as social conditions change, or as new knowledge 
becomes available, and that ethics ultimately aims at ideals which may be universally 
human rather than provincial. The discussions are in simple style, richly illustrated 
by concrete examples, and would serve well the purpose for which they were intended. 

G. B. S. 

McDowall, Stewart A. Evolution and the Doctrine of the Trinity. New 

York: Putnam, 1018. xxvii+258 pages. 

Mr. McDowall aims to restate the doctrine of the Trinity from the standpoint of 
evolution and related modes of thought. In carrying oijt his plan he examines the 
Godward and manward aspects of personality, Christhood as link between Godhead 
and manhood, belief in human immortality, the evolution of personality, and finally 
transcendence and immanence. The book appeals to two classes: those who hold 
to the Trinity in spite of modern thought, and those who seek in modern thought for 
a convincing defense of the Trinity. Others will find here an unsuccessful, although 
a very able, attempt to resuscitate an ancient formula which, like "original sin" 
and the "two-nature doctrine" of Christ, has practically ceased to function in present- 
day religious experience. 

C. A.B. 



